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(404) 656-2668   Fax (404) 656-5976
February 24, 2006
MEMORANDUM
TO:

System Test Coordinators
FROM:  
Sharron Hunt



Director of Testing

SUBJECT: 
Update for the Spring 2006 Main Administration of the

Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT)

The Spring 2006 administration is the main administration of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) and the first opportunity for 11th grade students to take the tests. The state GHSGT testing window is March 20 – 31, 2006.  To assist you in preparing for this upcoming administration, please review the following information.

Important changes to the Spring 2006 tests:   

1. Systems that test the week of March 20 – 24, 2006, should return their answer documents to Georgia Center for Assessment (GCA), formerly Test Scoring and Reporting (TSARS), by March 28, 2006. 

2. Systems that test the week of March 27 – 31, 2006, should return their answer documents to GCA by April 6, 2006.  

3. Additional editions of the English Language Arts and Science tests have been created due to Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) implementation in these fields. 

· Transitional tests will be administered to first time test-takers in English Language Arts (ELA) and Science.  This change is a result of the implementation of the GPS in ELA and Science in 2005 - 2006.  These transitional tests assess standards that students will have had the opportunity to learn through instruction on the QCC or the GPS.  New GPS standards were matched to the QCC standards assessed on previous editions of the ELA and Science GHSGT, and the tests are dually aligned to content and skills common in these matched standards. 
· Students testing for the second or more time in ELA and Science will take a QCC only version of the test.  
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· The Math and Social Studies tests are based on the QCC only. 

· The dually aligned editions of the ELA and Science tests and the new editions of the Math and Social Studies tests will have a new emblem on the test booklet cover.  You may view the emblem at the Georgia Department of Education website.  

· The QCC only version of the ELA and Science will have the old GHSGT emblem on their covers.  
· Each test booklet in each content area will have a unique number.  The correct coding of test form numbers is crucial to ensure accurate scoring of all tests and should be monitored diligently. 
4.  The number of test forms in each content area has increased to allow more 
field testing.  ELA includes 30 forms; Math, 40, Science, 30 and Social 

Studies, 20. 

5. The answer document has been modified so that schools can code the type of accommodation students with disabilities receive.  Instructions are in the administration manuals. 

6. Electronic pass-fail rosters will be available on or about April 26, 2006.  Instructions for accessing these rosters will be sent to you at a later time.  Paper reports will arrive in systems on or about May 10, 2006.    

7. The Student Achievement Summary Report has been revised to provide information the number of students meeting Proficient and Advanced standards.  

8. Lexile scale scores will be reported for each student.  Information about interpreting and using Lexile scores will be provided to systems for dissemination to students and parents. 

9. Psychoeducational programs, alternative schools, and post-secondary programs should order their test materials from the local systems they serve.   
Other reminders:

· The Form Number for each content area (ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies) MUST be CORRECTLY CODED in the designated boxes on each student Answer Document.  The Examiners giving the GHSGT are directly responsible for making certain that students code correctly.  Failure to verify these numbers is violation of the test administration procedures and can have serious implications for students and schools. 

· All testing (including make-up) must be completed during the one-week period (Monday through Friday) designated by the state. Testing outside the window is a testing irregularity and can invalidate the test results.
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· Make-up days are intended only for students who have unavoidable, unplanned absences during the regular test administration dates. 
· All schools in a single system must administer the same content area test on the same day.  The order in which the tests are given is a local system decision.

· Students’ FTE numbers must be used as the Student ID number on all state-mandated assessments.   Examiners MUST verify the accuracy of all student FTE numbers using student rosters provided by school test coordinators.  
· These rosters should also be used to verify that students are taking the correct ELA and Science test and that all test booklets have been returned before students are dismissed from testing.   Having students sign that they have returned materials prevents loss of tests.  

· Examiners’ MUST double check student information on the Answer Documents to be certain that all information is accurate and complete.

· The State Directed Use Only A (SDU A) box on the Answer Document may be used to code psychoeducational programs if you want their scores separated from other student scores.  This service is available from the Testing Division.  The following codes are to be used: 
Alpine Psychoeducational Program 



01

Burwell  Psychoeducational Program 



02

Cedarwood Psychoeducational 




03 

Coastal Academy Psychoeducational Program 


04 

Coastal Georgia Comprehensive Academy 



05
Comprehensive Psychoeducational Program of South Georgia

06

Crossroads Psychoeducational Program 



07
DeKalb-Rockdale Psychoeducational Program 


08
Elam Alexander Academy





09

Flint Area Learning Center 




10

Harrell Learning Center 





11

H. A.V. E. N. Academy 





12

Heartland Academy 





13

The Learning Center 





14

Mountainbrook Comprehensive Academy 



15

North Metro Psychoeducational Program 



16
Northwest Psychoeducational Program 



17

Oak Tree Psychoeducational Program 



18

Pathways Psychoeducational Program 



19

Riverquest Psychoeducational Program 



20 

Rutland Psychoeducational Program 



21
Sand Hills Psychoeducational Program 



22
South Metro Psychoeducational Program 



23
Woodall Psychoeducational Program 



24 

Oconee Psychoeducational Program 



25

· The State Directed Use B (SDU B) box on the Answer Document may only be used if directed by the GHSGT Program Manager.  See page 5 of the System Coordinator’s Manual.
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· Spring GHSGT materials should arrive in systems on or around March 9, 2006. You should open shrink-wrapped packages in order to inventory all materials and to prepare appropriate quantities for schools.
· System test coordinators, school test coordinators, and examiners MUST count all test materials when distributing and receiving materials.  System and school coordinators should use sign out and sign in sheets for documentation purposes.  

· If any additional materials are needed, please request them via the SchoolHouse

website at www.ncsschoolhouse.com.  Please order only what you need based on actual counts of students enrolled to take the GHSGT or preregistered to take a retest.   
· Students should not have cell phones, PDA’S, or other communication devices during testing.  Calculators are allowed on the Math and Science tests. 
If you need additional information for the GHSGT administration, consult the Student Assessment Handbook or the administration manuals found on the Testing Division webpage (http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/ci_testing.aspx).  You may also contact Dr. Kay Ellen Rutledge in the Testing Division at (404) 463-5047 or via e-mail to krutledg@doe.k12.ga.us.

cc: 
System Superintendents


Psychoeducational Program Directors


RESA Directors


Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Schools

Ida Love, Ph. D., Deputy State Superintendent of Schools
Cynthia Ashby, Director of State Schools
Lynn Roberts
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